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Acceptable Use of Mobile Devices Policy

Policy Statement

Kennedy Baptist College is committed to the principles of digital citizenship to respect, educate
and protect. This includes taking steps to ensure that mobile devices are used responsibly,
in a safe, secure, and socially acceptable manner.

This policy provides guidelines and instructions for the appropriate use of mobile devices for
the effective management of the learning environment.

Rationale

Students have the right to learn, and teachers have the right to teach. As technologies rapidly
change, schools must find a balance between those that promote learning and provide
educational benefits, and those that disrupt learning and instructional time.

Kennedy Baptist College accepts that parents / guardians give their children mobile phones
and devices to protect them from harm and everyday risks to personal security and safety.
There is also ever-increasing concern about children travelling alone on public transport or
commuting long distances to school. It is acknowledged that providing a child with a mobile
phone and device gives parents reassurance that they can speak with their child quickly at
any time.

Definition
Mobile Devices

Mobile devices are a general term used for mobile phones, smart watches, smart
phones, laptops, tablets, e-readers, and other portable electronic devices using smart
technology.

Rules and Protocols

The increased ownership and use of mobile devices by students required the implementation
of this policy to promote acceptable and responsible use. The policy is designed to ensure
that inappropriate use and conduct can be clearly identified and addressed, ensuring that the
benefits mobile devices provide (such as increased safety and connectedness) can continue
to be enjoyed by our students.

The following rules and protocols for mobile devices provide staff, students and parents /
guardians with guidelines and instructions for the appropriate use of mobile devices during
school hours and apply to students during school excursions, camps, and extra-curricular
activities.

1. Responsibility

It is the responsibility of students who bring mobile devices onto College premises to adhere
to the rules and protocols outlined.

Students carry mobile phones and wear smartwatches at their own risk. The College does not
accept responsibility for theft, loss or damage of a mobile phone or smartwatch.
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The decision to provide a mobile device to their children should be made by parents /
guardians. Parents / guardians should be aware if their children take a mobile device onto
College premises.

2. Acceptable use of mobile devices

Mobile phones are not to be used from 7.45 am, switched off, placed, and remain in the
student’s locker until the end of the day.

Students are required to set their smartwatches to ‘Aeroplane’ mode so that phone calls and
messages cannot be received or sent during College hours.

3. Unacceptable use of mobile devices

In line with our Discipline Policy, any student seen outside of class with a mobile phone or
using a smartwatch to send or receive a text message or to make or receive a phone call will
be issued a demerit and the mobile phone or smartwatch will be confiscated until the end of
the day.

If a student is found using their mobile phone or smartwatch during class, the result will be an
automatic send-out.

4. Communications during College hours

Students may come to Student Services if they need to contact their parents during College
hours. Parents can contact their child through direct messaging on SEQTA or contact the
College if an urgent message is required.

5. Student usage of devices at recess and lunch (for College purposes)

Student use of devices (such as College supplied laptops / tablets or a student who brings
their own) for College purposes, at recess and lunchtime is designated to Beedawong and the
Research and Study Centre.

This is being done to reduce damage and the potential for damage to devices, along with a
desire for students to be more active and social.

Staff on duty, observing students using their devices in a restricted area are encouraged to
move them on to Beedawong or the Research and Study Centre.

6. Theft or damage

Mobile devices found on College grounds and whose owner cannot be located should be
handed to Student Services.

The College accepts no responsibility for replacing lost, stolen, or damaged mobile devices.
The College accepts no responsibility for students who lose or have their mobile devices stolen
while travelling to and from school.

It is strongly advised that students use passwords / passcodes to prevent unauthorised use
(e.g., by other students, or if stolen).

Students must keep their password / passcodes confidential. Mobile devices and / or
passcodes may not be shared.
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7. Inappropriate Conduct

Any student caught using a mobile device to cheat in exams or assessments will face

disciplinary action.

Any student who uses vulgar, derogatory, or obscene language while using a mobile device

or makes offensive phone calls will face disciplinary action.

Students with mobile devices who engage in the following will face disciplinary action:

e Personal attacks, harass, or bully another person.

e Post private information about another person.

e Take and / or send offensive photos or objectionable images.

It should be noted that it is a criminal offence to use a mobile device to menace, harass or
offend another person. The College may consider it appropriate to involve the Police.
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Related College Policies

Digital Citizenship College Agreement

Discipline Policy

Student Code of Conduct
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https://kennedy.cspace.net.au/DigitalCitizenshipCollegeAgreement
https://kennedy.cspace.net.au/DisciplinePolicy
https://kennedy.cspace.net.au/StudentCodeofConduct

